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Explanation of services by the PTO

During the year you will see many handouts come home from the LAC PTO.  Some of them are fundraisers which are necessary to for the PTO to provide the other services and activities we offer during the year.  Below we have given an explanation of our activities for the upcoming school year.  Remember no activity is mandatory.  But for each activity you do participate in it helps us enjoy some of the other activities we host during the year.  Also included in this newsletter is a detailed description of what the PTO has planned for this year, cost and income for every project.
Fundraisers –  A necessary for every PTO, we will have three fundraisers.  If you are a student in 5th – 8th Grade these fundraisers have been approved to benefit your Student Accounts.  We have our Fall Fundraiser which some of you participated in during the month of September.    By the end of the week you will receive paperwork for our Pie Sale for the holidays.  Our goal is to sell 500 pies as a school!  The last fundraiser is a Yankee Candle Sale which will take place in the spring.  

Services – School Store is offered twice a month for all of the children during lunch.  Gift Card Program, the PTO offers this to anyone who wants to give gift cards for the holidays.  Monthly Market Day sales are provided for you and your friends.  Santa’s Workshop, provides the students with a chance to purchase gifts for their loved ones.  Cake decorating classes will be offered this year.  Mother’s Day flowers are offered for the students to purchase during lunch before Mother’s Day.  This is just to name a few, I am sure I am missing a couple.  While some of these services do charge a fee to participate, there is little profit to the PTO and does not qualify the activity as a Fundraiser.  In the future we hope to grow our Market Day Program so that it will replace one of our regular fundraisers.

Latch Key – The goal of the Program is to provide an affordable, safe, caring, and enriching environment for children after school hours.  The Program is meant to meet the needs of children of working parents and others who would benefit from being in such an environment.
8th Grade Trip – The PTO helps the students raise the necessary funds to go on a trip to New York City at the end of their 8th Grade year.  The trip costs a little over $3,500, and the money is raised through trash pickups, student vs. faculty challenge, greens sale,  and a Halloween dance.  Other activities are added to help the class reach their goal.
Family Fun – Philles Games, Bowling with your family, Movie Nights,  and the Student/Faculty Court Challenge are just some of the activities you can enjoy during the year.    Most of the family fun we have is offered at cost to the family or the only exception to this rule is the Student/Faculty Court Challenge which raises funds towards the 8th Grade Trip Fund.   

PTO Sponsored Activities – Field Day, Graduation Awards, Science Fair Awards, Writing Awards, 8th Grade t-shirts, Science Fair and Math Showcase t-shirts, Teddy Grams, Talent Show, Grandfriends Day, Easter Egg Hunts (PK and K), and school assemblies.  Last year we were fortunate enough to sponsor two great assemblies.  The first assembly coordinated by Mrs. Lombardo, was held on October 7th and was presented by the National Constitution Center.  PK – 2 saw an assembly “Growing Up, American Style” and 3 – 8 saw “Destination:  White House”.  The second assembly was coordinated by Mrs. Hemple.  The assembly is a very elaborate art assembly with puppets which was available for all students.

[image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf]This is just al portion of what we are doing for the students of our school.  If you would like more information or you would like to be a part of the action let one of the PTO members know, we would be happy to welcome you.

	From the desk of Mr. Pratta
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Dear Parents:

By now you have received the most important word about how this school year has begun – the informal reports given to you by your child (ren) .  The faculty and staff at Lower Alloways Creek School hope those reports are positive. We hope that you also feel the school year has begun well for your child.

It seems at LAC School that classes began smoothly and that these first few weeks have been a fine beginning of what should be a productive school year. The students have been most cooperative. 

The fifth graders have adjusted to their new classrooms and their schedules. The sixth graders are enjoying not being the youngest in the hallway this year. The eighth graders have made an excellent start in terms of academic work and overall behavior. 

We have reserved the last period of the day to tutor those students who did not meet the minimum standards on the NJASK 3 – 8 assessment. Chorus and band may be affected by this decision, but academics have to take priority in a case like this. Homework center is available after school Monday through Thursday in the school library. First Mondays of each month are reserved for faculty meetings therefore homework center will not be held. 

We are slowly equipping our classrooms with the Active Promethean Smart Board technology. Those classrooms that are using the boards have seen more student interaction. Class discussions have become more focused.  Lessons have been designed to approach student critical thinking. However, we all know that with the advent of the technology we are using instant gratification technology to replace the task and the thrill of reading. One cannot develop solid writing skills without first being a good reader. When this skill is underdeveloped test scores are low on standardized and state mandated assessments in all subject areas. The education of our children begins at home where reading is intrinsically valuable and necessary; where recognition of the hard work associated with education and doing well in school are top priorities. We at Lower Alloways School District look forward to parents joining their school system in having high expectations for their children’s success. Without this initial foundation and continued support at home a teacher’s hands are tied at school. 

Faced with the competition of a global society the United States is now competing with China, Russia and India for the world’s wealth. We are the leader in the economic world but are constantly trying to stay ahead of other countries who want to be on top of the economic mountain and experience the same quality of life we have for so long experienced and taken for granted. Companies are having difficulty staying ahead of the profit margin because of the competition from labor abroad who can do the work cheaper and with less red tape. 

Our students, no matter where they live are now competing with all these students in school globally for a seat in medical school, engineering school, law school, economics and finance. There is no substitute for the best and the brightest. 









Sincerely









Fred Pratta









Chief School Administrator for









Lower Alloways Creek Elementary School

	Noteworthy news for our students and about our students. 
	Page 3

	Full Speed ahead!! Box Top Mania…….

In order to pass our goal of 13,000 Box Tops for the year we have to average around 1,445 Box Tops each month.  We can reach our goal this year!!  

Remember if you have not already signed up to be a Box Top 4 Education member, go to the website www.boxtops4education.com and signup today.  With every new member we receive credit towards our account.  You will receive special notices of coupons and lots of information about Box Tops products.  The list of participating vendors changes from year to year so make sure you check out the current list.  There are great recipe ideas on the website and activities for you and the kids to do together.  

The PTO is compiling a list of Moms that will be providing snacks/treats to the Grade that wins the monthly Box Top Race.  If you are interested in helping out please contact a Box Top Coordinator for the grade you are willing to sponsor.  
Our Box Tops Coordinator for this year is Kelly Fisher.  If you have any questions on how the program is run please see the PTO’s knowledgeable coordinator. 

	Box Top Goal for 2008 - 2009

13,000 Box Tops for the year!

Grade Leader Board

Who will win a party from the PTO?



ACME Market Blue Receipts
Acme Market is no longer participating in the Blue Receipt program.  Therefore we are no longer collecting the receipts.  Please discard any receipts you may have saved.

Thank you for our support for this program.


[image: image2.jpg]



	Upcoming Events 
	Page 4

	
Holiday Greens Sale


	Holiday Gift Giving made Easy

The PTO is providing a gift card sale for anyone that wishes to participate.  Flyer’s with your favorite places to shop have been selected.  All you have to do is order the card and pay the face value of the card just like you would in the store.    
The flyers will be coming home in November with the delivery date being in early December.  There will only be one order submitted this year so make sure you get your orders in on time!

For more information ask Tracy Beal. 

	Scrapbooking at Canton Baptist Church

Mark your calendars for the second Friday of each month.  

Doors open around 5:30pm  - a light dinner, desserts and beverages are served around 6pm for $8.00 (prepared by Ruth Newkirk).  

If some are just attending the scrap and would like the just the snacks and beverages there is a $3.00 refreshment charge.

Head count is needed no later than the Tuesday before, for food preparation and to set up.  It is suggested, due to the lighting in the gym, to bring your own work light.   (Extension cords and power-bars are provided)

Sorry babysitting is not available for this event.

Tammy - 339-0084  Tammy_Donaldson@vwr.com or

Ann 339-4416            abw2vig@comcast.net
	Trunk or Treat

@ LAC Munciple Building

& LAC Fire House
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Attention 5th Grade Parents read below for next year!!!!!!!

New Immunization Requirements For 6th Grade Students
1. Tdap Vaccine

Grade 6, 1 dose for students entering Grade 6 on or after 9-1-08 and born on or after 1-1-97. A child does not need a Tdap dose until five years after the last DTP/DtaP or Td dose.

2. Meningococcal Vaccine

For pupils entering Grade 6 on or after 9-1-08 and born on or after 1-1-97. 1 dose.

Flu Season Tips!
Think Prevention!

To keep germs in their place, practice these habits with your family:

--Wash your hands thoroughly and often.

--Avoid sharing drinking and eating utensils with others (especially if someone isn't feeling well).

--Avoid picking up used tissues, but if you must, wash your hands immediately.

--Avoid crowds during a flu epidemic.

--Cover your cough: Grab a tissue and cover your mouth when coughing or sneezing - this helps prevent germs from becoming airborne.

---Cough into your sleeve or arm if no tissues in hand.

If your child is home with a fever, please keep home until they are FEVER FREE FOR 24 HOURS with out the use of Motrin or Tylenol.  
Please call the school when your child is absent. All flu-like absences are required to be recorded during this Flu season, as per the Health Department.

Fire Prevention Week

Lower Alloways Creek Fire Company Visits Our Students
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2 Hour Pledge





Do you have 2 hours to spare for the children of Lower Alloways Creek Elementary this year?  We have activities you may be interested in!  If you need more information give us a call or send us a note
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September’s Box Tops 





Who will be the Winner????
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Sale begins in November watch for the flyer!!





Costume Halloween Dance


5th – 8th Grade


October 30th





7pm to 10 pm





Walking to 4th Grade


Trunk or Treat


October 30th





5:30 registration





Costume Contest








Trophies will be awarded.





Food will be on sale for this event.





During Fire Prevention Week, the LAC Fire Company visited with our students.  In the picture to the left, Chief, Michael Fisher talks to Kindergarten students out the fire truck.  Earl Pancoast and Jerry Prouse show students their turnout gear and the control panel for the fire truck.  Our local fire company is staffed by volunteers.  If you are interested in volunteering please contact any chief.








Mrs. Bietch’s 1st Grade & 


Mrs. Zak’s Kindergarten








Assistant Principal Allan Burch pictured with Mrs. Bietch’s 1st grade students and Mrs. Zak’s kindergarten students.  Both grades are participating in Jumpstart’s Read for the Record.








